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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Statement of the Problem . The purpose of this study is
to analyze the social and economic needs of Negroes in South
Carolina and show how indispensable a working program of
Christian Education is to the whole living experiences of
these people, and what it can do to produce a good life for
all concerned.
The problem is an acute one. Since the days of Recon-
struction, religious and educational leaders of both Negro
and Caucasian groups have sought solutions to the problem,
but very little progress has been made in any direction.
The economic factor plays a large part. South Carolina
is a poor, rural, cotton-producing State. The soil is deple-
ted and, in many places, erosion has set in and made it very
difficult for profitable farming. The lack of crop rotation
has also proved detrimental to the farm economy. There is
very little industry besides cotton factories and when there
is a poor cotton crop, these few factories close down. In
many instances , these weaknesses give rise to much of the
racial tension in the economic structure.
It seems strange to see this poverty-stricken area at-
c
tempting to carry on such a heavy dual system of education,
employment, and transportation. However, it is being done and,
as a result, Negroes are forced to reside in undesirable areas;
their families subjected to malnutrition which inevitably lead
to an early death.
The problem goes deeper than these physical limitations.
The Negroei0 personal, social, educational, and religious life
is greatly affected by this system and is reflected in his
home, church, and other community institutions. He does not
have the opportunity for normal participation in local communi-
ty activities. He is prohibited from going to public parks,
libraries, legitimate theatres and Town Hall meetings. He oan-
not vote under any conditions and , in many places , must be off
the streets before nine o'clock at night. All of these factors
create within the Negro a slave mind. He begins to feel that
maybe he is inferior. There is very little opportunity for
creative fellowship and understanding between the two groups.
The purpose of this study is to point out the obstacles
confronted by the Christian Educator as he goes forward lead-
ing growing persons into a Christian interpretation of Life and
the Universe and having them build a philosophy of life with
this interpretation; how these obstacles stem not only from the
present system, which advocates white supremacy in all areas of
XI
6.
5life, but from Negro leaders as well who, in many instances,
are indifferent to progressive education that functions in
the lives of their people.
B. How the Data wame.Gathered . This paper /£ based on
material gathered through:
1. Correspondence
2. Personal conversations
3. Reading of books, articles and current reports.
C. Treatment of Material . Following the First Chapter of
Introduction, the Second Chapter consider? the varied
experiences of the Negro during the Period of Reconstruction
and reveal his strange concepts of God and life after death.
It will show how the spirituals provided him with temporary
joy in times of trouble by his ability to set the idea of
life after death to music. Some of the social aspects of
life during this period will be revealed by showing the dif-
ficulties involved in maintaining the family as a unit, and
the role of the Negro minister in social life.
The Third Chapter will present the changing status of
Education in the State by pointing out the conflicts between
the advocators of Industrial Education, represented by Booker
T» Washington and his followers, in contrast with the advoca-
tors of Academic Eduoation, represented by W. E. B. DuBois
and those who thought as he did; the Educational Qualifications
5-
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of Religious Leaders and the Inadequacy of Educational
Facilities.
The Fourth Chapter will consider some of the undesirable
results of the Socio-Economic Ills by pointing out some of
the strange superstitious beliefs arising out of illiteracy;
the Socio-F.conomic Ills of the peonage system and the influence
of poverty on the Educational System*
D» Criteria Used as Points of Reference The criteria, which
will serve as points of reference for all material are two of
the Eight Objectives of Religious Education^, and the second
and third criteria of Christian Advance^
•
1« In seeking criteria for this paper, two were taken
from the Eight Objectives of Religious Education.!
a* for the individual and his worth
"Christian Education seeks to help individuals
become persons by having them participate in
groups of persons where they will have oppor-
tunity to reconstruct their experience in terms
of the Christian ideal.
b« for Education and its meaning
Christian Education seeks to lead growing per-
sons to build a life philosophy on the basis of
a Christian interpretation of life, and the
universe ."1
1 "Eight Objectives of Religious Education" Adapted by the
International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum
Guide for the Local Church P 8
2 Kenneth Scott Latourette, The Gospel, the Church and the
World. PP 86-R9
1I
2. In sacking criteria for this paper, two were taken
from the second and third criteria of Christian Advance?.
a. for the group and its importance
"Christian Education seeks to help persons achieve
Christ-like character and give rise to new move-
ments that will have effect on Mankind as a whole,
beginning in the home and radiating into all
areas of life.
b» for Religion and its function
The task of Christian Education is the task of
Religion*.to help bring about Christian atti-
tudes in a society of Christian persons, pro-
viding a creative fellowship for all persons
within a Christian Community. n2
From these Criteria, reference will be made to the
individual and his worth; the meaning of Christian Edu-
cation; the Group and its importance, and the function of
Religion. Each of these Criteria will revue as points
of reference for the Socio-Economic needs of Negroes in
South Carolina.
The above-mentioned Criteria were used because they
seem to express what Christian education can do in help-
ing to eliminate the ^ ocio-Economic Ills of Negroes in
this State and to develop in growing persons attitudes
and purposes which will help them to be intelligent co-
operators in the Christian program, the program of Jesus
2 Kenneth Scott Latourette, The Gospel, the Church and the
World. PP 86-89

working for Mankind as a whole.
i/
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CHAPTER II
THE VARI5D EXPERIENCES OF THE NEGRO
DURING THE PERIOD OF RECONSTRUCTION
In tracing the Negro of South Carolina back through
the days of Ke construction , we are able to gain a deep in-
sight into the origin of many of the social and economic ills
of this State.
The period of Reconstruction -was a period of readjustments
The Negro was just emerging from the dark days of slavery,
frustrated, bewildered, and confused and, above everything else
he was poor. He inherited no property from slavery and attempt
to endow him with land created little else but confusion and
false hopes. On the other hand, there were quite a few who did
manage to use the property given them* They took it and, in
turn, added more to their possessions. There are records in
Florence County of the ancestors of these freed men still hold-
ing property bought by their great, great grandfathers during
the period of reconstruction. Reports reveal that , at this
time, many Negroes were given as much as forty acres of land
and a mule. Many took advantage of this start.
It is interesting to note that during this period Negroes
and Caucasians had wholesome experiences as the results of
t
living together. The co-op farm was the nuoleus around which
these experiences were centered. Several families, colored
and white, would pool their funds and buy old, abandoned
plantation houses which could no longer exist because slaves
were not available. Howard Fasti relates this experiment and
how successful it was in many respects. For many year3
,
Negroes and the poorer whites, who were also drifting, lived
together in the same big house, farming cooperatively and di-
viding their harvest at the end of the season. The women
quilted together during the long winter months while their
husbands shot squirrels along the river banks. Children of
both groups played together in the fields thinking nothing
of one being black and the other white. Here we see a crea-
tive fellowship of persons acting and interacting with other
persons. Their sense of need served as a common bond, a bond
that transcended all racial, caste, and social systems. By
living together
,
they grew to understand each other and found
taat after all there wasn't much difference between them.
Through these fellowships, Christian Philosophies of life
were developed. They began to understand the infinite worth
of other persons and what the Brotherhood of Man really meant.
1 Howard Fast, Freedom Koad P. 87

When the Ku Klux ELan tried to burn them out because
the two racial groups were living together
,
they barricaded
the women and children in one room of the big house and
fought side by side for days and, in many instances, won.
The interrelatedness and interdependence of one person on
the other makes it obvious that group participation and social
integration makes for the development of Christian personali-
ty. There is no more fundamental factor in the development
of personality than the interaction of the individual with
his social group. The self is largely a social product. The
individual is born into a social group. The situations to
which he responds are predominantly social situations involv-
ing persons, social achievements, institutions and social modes
of thought. He unconsciously takes on from the group behaviour
patterns that are socially accepted and have the sanction of
long social usage. Persons are developed when they are able
to participate in the group.
One of the greatest advantages of these co-op farms dur-
ing the Reconstruction Period was the new found freedom it
offered colored and white families. Both groups had been under
hard taskmasters during the years of slavery. Now, they were
free, free to work, think, and plan for themselves. This func-
tional process has untold worth when it provides self -activity
r
for growing persons through a creative fellowship.
Out of these small groups came some of the most liberal
and progressive forces in the history of South Carolina.
Here it was proven that the solution of many problems of
both races was at their finger tips and the only way these
problems could be solved was through this functional approach
where there was an interplay of persons.
The ^egro had varied experiences during the period of
Reconstruction, some good others bad. Many of them were
more constructive than those he is now having. In many in-
stances, it is noticed that he was less passive than he is
now. Carter G. Woodson relates interesting findings of the
insurrections carried on by Denmark Vesey, a well-educated Negro
from Santo Domingo. From that island, he had brought new ideas
as to freedom. During slavery, he worked among free Negroes.
During the Reconstruction Period, he worked with Negroes through-
out the State. It was interesting to note the Christian way in
which this organization was carried on. His actions did not
arise out of hate for the whites because he felt that they
had been victims of an evil system imposed on them.
He felt that the solution to the whole problem of readjust-
ment was in one group's understanding the other. But, the majojt-
ity felt that this process was too slow and that there was
-12-

need for skills on the part of colored and whites to adjust
themselves to each other through group participation* He
felt that love could not be forced, but must be a process of
growth. He felt the need of a thoroughgoing honesty on the
part of each individual; that all persons, colored and white,
needed the ability to face difficulties without building false
alibis, the ability to evaluate others on the basis of facts
rather than prejudices, and the ability to admit their own
short comings in social contacts and allow for group partici-
pation for all*
It is needless to say that this particular doctrine did
not meet the approval of many Negroes for here Vesey was of-
fering a solution that has not been wholly accepted by Negroes
and Caucasians to this day. He was suggesting the functional
approach, an approach that would make for love rather than
hate, cooperation rather than competition, develop in the in-
dividual a Christian philosophy of life in terms of the ideals
of Jesus*
In the light of this approach, he organized other groups
throughout the State, helped many interracial groups get started
by contacting liberal white sympathizers in the North to get
money for them to operate. Woodson is of the opinion that Vesey
was one of the greatest Negro leaders during the Period of Re-
-13
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construction* The reports of his constant physical battles
with the Ku Klux Klan tells us that he was not passive in
his leadership, but he also had vision to see that the
Northern Troops "were being withdrawn every day and that
Negroes and Caucasians would have to live together after the
Troops were gone. His keen insight and skillful guidance
saved the lives of many Negroes and prevented a second Hamburg
riot in which one hundred ^egroes were cold-bloodedly killed
one day.
As one reviews the days of Reconstruction, it is noticed
that the most unique of all the Negroes' experiences was that
of being suddenly thrust into political power. The Union
League was organized to promote patriotism and serve as a
political party for the liberals who were now taking over*
This party gave the ^egro his one and only opportunity to
participate in the affairs of the Government of South Carolina.
It was the hope of this Party that by giving the Negro
high positions in the State Government, his feeling of worth
would be increased and he would learn how to shoulder respon-
sibility. The whole movement was instituted with good inten-
tions but met with failure. The laws of political growth were
completely ignored. It was like giving a razor to a three
year old child. Naturally, the native white population became
-14

bitter and resentful of the whole process. Much of the good
will established by Denmark Vesey and others was destroyed
overnight* Although Negroes like F« L© Codoza, Secretary of
State under Scott, Thomas Hamilton, Member of the House of
Representatives, and Robert Smalls did a good job, there were
many Negroes in office who did not have the training and ex-
perience of these men* As a result, the whole race was made
to suffer because of their mistakes* Many of the fellowships
were broken, riots broke out anew, the line of segregation was
drawn tighter , and the Ku Klux Klan rode high. Here is an
example of what happens when the educational process is disre-
garded; when competition rather than cooperation takes over,
when creative fellowship is completely forgotten, and men re-
sort to vengeance and hate. Woody & Simpkins are of the
opinion that this was the greatest mistake made by the Northern
liberals. They disregarded the laws of social, political and
religious growth* They treated people as inanimate objects
rather than as human beings. The Christian forces were not
given the opportunity to function*

A» Peculiar Religious Behavior During the Period of Recon-
struction *
1* The religious behavior of any group is generally
indicative of how they feel, their moods, temperaments,
beliefs and general outlook on life. The Religion of
the Negro during this period was characterized by a
high degree of emotionalism. He was able to interpret
Christian experience in terms of his own life, God,
Jesus, Moses, Satan and other Biblical characters, in
his interpretation, became very real to him. This is
revealed in spirituals and other religious practices.
In one song, Heaven is pictured as a place where there
is no rain, no clouds, no thunder, no lightening.
Milk and honey was free to everyone. The most unique
features of the Negro Religion were the shouting and
wild dancing which often culminated funerals
,
prayer
meetings and revivals. This occurred in its most per-
fect form on the sea island of Georgetown, South Carolina,
However, modifications of it were found throughout the
State and survived to the end of the century. Woody &
Simpkins give an interesting account of these shouts:^
2 Woody & Simpkins , South Carolina During Reconstruction PP 17-24
t
"it was dubbed a regular frolic, diffi-
cult to distinguish from secular dancing
and idol worship* The benches were pushed
back to the wall and old and young men and
women were all in the middle of the floor
shuffling backwards and forwards by the
tune of the music while tired shouters
stood alongside the wall keeping time with
their feet,"
The ceremony of baptism was a vivid illustration of how
the Negro reduced a great spiritual experience to a way
that had meaning to him. He did not have a pool with
which to carry out the ceromony so the near-by creek
was used. The preacher was dressed in a black calico
and candidates in ill-fitting dresses of white cotton.
They entered the pool shouting and praying, thanking
God that they were now his baptized believers. They
came out in about the same manner screaming with joy
that they were now new born again.
In the fourth norm of this paper, it was stated
that the task of religion is to convert people to
Christianity and help foster Christian living in all
concerned. It would be difficult to say how much
Christian living followed these great religious ex-
periences of baptism and shouts. However, it can be
said that here we have a picture of a group search-
ing for some higher power to sustain their values and
9
turning to religion for this help.
Other examples of peculiar religious behavior on
the part of the ^egro during the Reconstruction Bra was
the funeral ceremony* It was the current idea that a
funeral was an occasion for rejoicing rather than sorrow.
At last, they could feel that their relatives or friends,
as the case may be, had passed on into the "great beyond"
a land of peace and happiness. Elaborate funerals were
usual. In many instances families brought their dinner
to the rural church and stayed all day. This was also
a good time for the minister to bring forth his best
homiletic equipment by calling forth the names of others
who had previously gone on to the world of spirits. In
some cases, there were as many as eight or nine preachers
in the pulpit and each one had something to say. Too
many times, these ministers along with the whites, took
advantage of these people by playing on their emotions
and, at the same time, inflating their own ego.
2* The spirituals, having their origin in slavery and
during the Period of Reconstruction, are characteristic
of the ideas of God held by many Negroes throughout the
period from 1760 to the present. The ideas of God in
the early sermons and those in very recent sermons are
18-
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similar to the ideas set forth in the spirituals • In
both Heaven and Earth God is Sovereign. He is a just
God—just to the point of cruelty. In the very nature
of things, sinners will be punished by God. He will
see to it that the wicked are destroyed. God is revenge-
ful. He hardened the heart of Pharaoh for the express
purpose of trapping him and his host in the Red Sea.
This indicates that God is a warrior and he fights
the battles of his chosen people. "Go Down Moses" and
"Joshua Fit de Battle ob Jericho" are filled with the
confidence that God takes care of his own.
He will also see to it that the righteous are vin-
dicated and the heavily laden are given rest from the
troubles of the world. The spirituals, "Mos ' Done Toilon
Here" and "Members Don't Git Weary", are illustrative of
the assurance that God will give rest to those who toil
here below.
This rest canes after Death. God saves for Heaven
those who hold out to the end. He provides golden orowns,
slippers, long white robes, and eternal life for the
righteous. The principia,\ reward comes in the other world.
God is near and there is a feeling of dependence
upon Him. In times of distress, He is ever present. The
-19
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idea that God comforts and consoles in hours of trial
is brought out in the spirituals, "Keep Me From Sinking
Down" and "Give Me Jesus When I Come to Die." There is
no doubt that God is ever present.
God answers prayers. It makes no difference what
one does or what the situation is "A Little Talk wid
Jesus Makes it Right •" Complete reliance on God is seen
in the belief that God answers prayers and rewards those
who pray. God is observant. He sees all you do and hears
all you say. It is implied that one is judged by God for
all deeds whether in words, thoughts, or actions. All the
desires and wishes of Mankind are to be fulfilled through
the handiwork of God.
The spirituals tell us how the lonesome, troubled,
and weary soul, failing to get proper attention and sym-
pathetic understanding from man, seeks warmth, satisfac-
tion and recognition from Jesus and God. "Nobody Knows
the Trouble I See, Nobody Knows but Jesus 1*; "Sometimes
I Feel Like a Motherless Child"; "Everytime I Feel the
Spirit Moving in My Heart I Will Pray" are examples of
the yearnings on the part of the Negro to get the
emotional satisfaction that comes to one who feels that
his environment is friendly and that his friends can and
-20

do enter into sympathetic appreciation of the difficul-
ties that beset him. There is, however, a strain of
pessimism so far as this world is concerned. The response
is expected to come not from man and not from the Earth
but from God and Heaven.
Clearly,, the idea of God in the spirituals adheres
to the traditional, compensatory pattern. For the most
part, the authors of the spirituals appropriated the
ideas of God found in the Bible, particularly the magical,
spectacular, and miraculous ideas of the Old Testament.
They adhered to the compensatory pattern because these
ideas enable Negroes to endure hardships, suffer pain,
and withstand maladjustment. But, they do not necessari-
ly motivate them to strive to eliminate the source of the
ills they suffer. They believe that although things are
not right here, and will probably not be made right in
this world, they will be made right in Heaven. Since this
world is considered a place of temporary abode, many of
the Negro masses have been inclined to do little or noth-
ing to improve their status here. They have been encouraged
to rely on a just God to make amends in Heaven for all the
wrongs they have suffered here on Earth. In reality, the
idea has persisted in some areas that hard times are indi-
-21-

cative of the faot that the Negro is God's chosen
vessel and that God is disciplining him for the ex-
press purpose of bringing him out victoriously and
1
triumphantly in the end. "The Harder the Cross, the
Brighter the Crown," Believing this about God, he has
been content to live in shacks and barns, suffer with-
out bitterness, without striking back, and without try-
ing aggressively to realize to the full his needs in
this world*
It is not surprising that the ideas of God in
the spirituals adhere to compensatory patterns. Speak-
ing of the situation that gave rise to Negro Spirituals,
one might add the situation still exists in all too many
places. James ^eldon Johnson says:
nAt the psychic moment, there was at hand the
precise religion for the condition in which
he found himself thrust. Far from his native land
and customs, despised by those among whom he lived
experiencing the pangs of separation of loved ones
on the auction block, knowing the hard taskmaster,
feeling the lash, the Negro seized Christianity,
the religion of compensations in the life to come
for the ills suffered in the present existence..
The result was a body of songs voicing all the
cardinal virtues of Christianity patience, for-
bearance, love, faith, and hope. It is not possi-
ble to estimate the sustaining influence that the
story of the trials and tribulations of the Jews
as related in the Old Testament exerted upon the
Negro. This story at once caught and fired the
imaginations of Negroes an(i they sang, sang their
-22-
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hungry listeners into a firm faith that as God
saved Daniel in the Lion's Den, so would He
save them; as God preserved the Hebrew children
in the fiery furnace, so would He preserve them;
as God delivered Israel out of bondage in Egypt,
so would He deliver them," 0
No one would deny the worth of the spirituals and
the contribution they made to a people just out of
slavery. They gave momentary satisfaction for that par-
ticular tine. On the other hand, they did much to retard
the Negro's progress. First, they gave him a strange
philosophy of life, a philosophy that no group should
have if they are to go forward and made a place in the
world for themselves. In the second place, it made him
focus all of his spiritual energy on another world for-
getting about the disease and poverty that was so close
at hand. "You can have all this world but give me Jesus"
is a good example of his thinking. In the third place,
they made him too passive. Very few of these spirituals
were based upon the Christian interpretation of life and
the universe, the worth of the individual and creative
fellowship through Christ-like character. Every good
thing of life was to come after death, the entire race
was to just wait upon the Lord. It is good that all Negroes
3 James We Idon Johnson, The Book of American Negro Spirituals
PP. 20-21
r
did not yield to this philosophy of life. Many of
them pushed forward in their own experience increasing-
ly to understand, appreciate and participate in the
Christian way of life fruitfully in this world.
B • Educational Benefits Received From the Freedmen's Aid
Society"
Educational efforts during neconstruction may be divided
into three classes. There were those of the native white, the
Freedmen's Bureau, and the radical State Government.
i
The coming of freedom forced the whites to revise earlier
notions of Negro education. No longer did any one favor the
prohibition of literary instruction to that race. Influential
white persons and organizations favored Negro education and
approved certain aspects of the work of Northern missionaries
and some whites actually aided in this endeavor.
Thomas relates that the State Baptist Convention of 1866
took the position that since no law stood in the way, it was
the plain duty of Christians to make efforts, or to foster
and encourage efforts made, to enable colored people to read.
By this means, the former confidence of the Negro in the white
can be restored as a counteracting; influence to the perverting
instructions of persons claiming to be the speoial friends of
the Negro.*
4 William Hannibal Thomas, Foundations of the Public Schools of
South Carolina P 63
I
The Legislature expressed its intention of making
additional provisions for the teaching of colored ohildren.
In its plan for the revival of the common schools , Governor
Orr said that he expected to recommend such provisions in
the eduoational plan which he would present to the Legisla-
ture of 1868. Certain individual leaders looked with favor
on Negro schools and quite a few whites actually aided Negro
schools. The Freedmen's Bureau reported instances of
planters establishing schools to keep their laborers satis-
fied, and the Charleston School Board under tood to support
the Morris Street School for the exclusive use of colored
children. Native whites showed a willingness to teach in
Negro schools which would seem strange to later generations.
About one half of the 405 native whites engaged in teaching
in the public schools in 1869 were in schools for Negroes.
The most notable experiment in Negro education undertaken
by native whites was the Franklin Street School, Charleston,
which was opened in 1866 by the Keverend A. Toomer Portor
with funds contributed by Northern Episcopalians. The
Episcopalians were pleased with the school, seeing in it a
means of checking the secession of blacks from their Church.
During the six years of its existence, it gave instruction
to no less than three thousand children.
-25-
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The Freedmen's Aid Societies in Boston, New York and
Philadelphia did much to lift the pall of illiteracy which
had been imposed upon the Negro during slavery. It is be-
lieved that during 1866, as many as thirty thousand Negroes
had been taught to read. Luther Jackson reports that the
Freedmen's Aid Society of Boston alone sent forty one men
and twelve women to South Carolina to teach Negro boys and
girls. 5 In two months, eight schools were in operation.
Within a year, this number had risen to thirty with over
three thousand students enrolled. From all reports, the
work the schools were able to do was not at all times up to
the highest standards, but it was all that was being offered
at that time. The Freedmen^ Aid Society made many mistakes
but it also proved to be quite beneficial in many respects.
At least it provided the only educational opportunities the
Negroes had had for many years. After that time, the State
made efforts to establish a school system of its own.
According to the second criteria of this paper dealing
primarily with education, Christian education is to lead
growing persons to build a life philosophy on the basis of a
Christian interpretation of life and the Universe. It is un
5 Luther Jackson, "Educating the Freed Men", The Journal of
Negro History, Vol. Ill (Jan. 1923) P. 28.
Ii
fortunate that many of the teachers failed to carry on in
this light. To many of the teachers, their mission was an
emotional jaunt to be abandoned as soon as abolitionist en-
thusiasm cooled through contact with the reality of Negro
life. Woody & Simpkins relate one case in particular. 6 Mary
Aims and Emily Bliss, two young Unitarian leaders from
Springfield , Massachusetts , moved by the desire to help the
Negro, did many unwise things. First of all, there was little
follow up of the program. They attempted to cover too much
territory, organizing schools all over the State and leaving
no one to conduct them. In many instances, the schools would
remain open for two or three days and then close. At the end
of their eighteen months in South Carolina, they had done
little more than open schools. Ninety Five percent of those
opened were now closed and, in many instances, the freedmen
were no better off than they were before.
Many leaders found it difficult to guide Negroes in
building a philosophy of life since they themselves were not
positive as to their aim. They were without plans, moving at
random rather than towards definite goals.
C • Aspects of Social Life During Reconstruction .
1. The social life of the Negro was limited to a great degree
during the days of Reconstruction as one would naturally expect.
6 Woody & Simpkins , Reconstruction in South Carolina P 150.
f
There was very little expression of love and fellowship be-
tween the primary groups of the community. During the days
of slavery, the auction block had, more or less, completely
destroyed the home as a unit which accounted for its non-
existence during the Reconstruction Era* Mothers and sons
were sold to one group while fathers were sent to other parts
of the State. This resulted in complete disintegration of
the family unit. After Emancipation, this segmentation was
still in existence. Members of the same family remained in
different parts of the country. In reference to the auction
block, Carter G. Woodson states:
"The slaves were placed on a block where prospective
buyers could examine them physically, as one would
in the purchase of cattle, and would accept or re-
ject the terms offered by the auctioneer seeking
the highest bidder ."^
This made for much difficulty during Reconstruction. Children
who were separated from their parents by the purchase of a
slave holder were now at a loss and, in many instances, at
the mercy of the public. They did not know where their rela-
tives were and would not have had the means to reach them if
they had. As a result, illegitimate relationships were fostered
on the part of many Negroes because they did not have the pro-
tection of the home.
9 Carter Q. Woodson, Negro Makers of History, P 110.
t.
Newell Sims makes this idea quite plain by saying:
"The world of the child for the first three
or four ^ears is the primary group of the
parents. 10
This factor is not to be ignored. The proper type of home
produces a fellowship that is not surpassed by any group
but the Negro child, during Reconstruction, did not have
this advantage
•
2* Although there were no social action groups as such,
that is in any organized form, there were individuals who
refused to take their licking lying down. In this respect,
Negro ministers were generally in the lead. They were the
social leaders of their people and did many things to help
them. They encouraged Negroes to buy property, build homes,
educate their children, set up small businesses. At the
beginning of the century, many Negroes were making efforts
which resulted in the gradual advance of the race towards
efficiency* Of course, the entire process was not quite so
smooth. Many times, it was necessary to fight for their
rights. Charleston, South Carolina, was the scene of many
race riots during this crucial Period of Reconstruction.
Other protests were made through court procedures. In most
of these struggles, the minister was leading. He had power
10 Newell Leroy Sims, Elements of Rural Sociology
, P 87.

and was respected by the people. The method he used may
not have been valid in reference to the third social cri-
teria which states, it is the purpose of Christian Education
to help persons achieve Christ-like character through a crea-
tive fellowship, beginning in the home and radiating into all
areas of life , but it had value and in many instances got
results. Negroes were striving for higher levels of accom-
plishment in the Fine Arts. Many leaders encouraged Negroes
to pool their resources and invest them in various business
enterprises which would net returns.
Because of the emphasis upon religion in the education
of the Negro, the race has always had a large number of
ministers. The progress of their churches, Sunday schools,
and social welfare agencies was encouraging. Methodist and
Baptist churches were the most prominent in South Carolina.
Religious and social workers were helpful in inspiring
the youth to struggle upwards in spite of the exclusion of
the Negro from many things. Outstanding persons in religion,
education, business and professional life were constantly
held up as examples of progress which the Negro youth would
do well to emulate. There was evidence of much progress and
it became unpopular for youth to be idle and shiftless.
Everyone was urged to utilize his time to best advantage and
-30
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thus be a credit to his community.
In their own way, these leaders attempted to help
growing persons develop a Christian philosophy of life
in terms of the Christian ideal.
-31-
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CHAPTER III
THE PRESENT EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
A. History of Academic Education and Industrial Education*
In the midst of these many unsolved problems, there ap-
peared an unusual Negro, Booker T. Washington. He offered
a program of practical rather than cultural education. In
this way, he felt that the Negro would learn to do more ef-
ficiently his everyday work. They would then receive higher
wages and accumulate sufficient property to make an impression
on the community. According to this point of view, politics
and the "hand clap" religion had failed to solve the problems
of the race. A program of practical education was then neces-
sary.
Booker T. Yfashington spent many months in South Carolina
trying to continue the kind of work started by Denmark Vesey.
Seeing that the need of the Negro was a foundation in useful
things, he came^ forward with a bold advocacy of industrial
education where-in men of both races would work together to
learn how each thought and develop a common understanding of
their problems. This was his philosophy of life and he felt
it his duty to help his fellow brothers develop the same idea.
He felt the need for social interaction where persons would
-32

be able to participate in oreative fellowship constructively.
It "was his opinion that through this fellowship of common
interest in every-day toil, certain attitudes of brotherly
relationship would be discovered and carried forth into the
larger community.
Du Bois headed the group which felt that the Negro
needed academic education and accused Booker T. Washington
of "selling out the race w # It is fair to say that Du Bois
and Washington were both right in their respective positions.
There is a need for both industrial and academic education
if persons are to be lead into a Christian interpretation
of life. It can be seen that both leaders were thinking
in terms of the individual, his worth as a person, his needs,
and the kind of society in which he was to live. Both men
were searching for the Divine l<aws by which men grow and
wanted to help Negroes find that way. Many mistakes were
made as is found in every movement , but these leaders were
constantly striving to develop more and more Christian edu-
cated persons
,
working for the common good of each other , all
striving for a Christian community where there would be an
interplay of persons guided by the assumption that all persons
are of infinite worth.
There are still persons who fall into the error of confus-
-53-
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ing schooling with education and religious behavior with
Christian action. The problem is not whether there should
be industrial or academic education but rather if it is
t the kind of Christian education that will bring about an
advance or a recession, whether there will be an emergence
of new Christian movements or the maintenance of the status
quo . It should not be "either or" but "both and" • All
available forces must be used to bring about the development
of Christian persons as well as a Christian society.
Education, in general, and Christian education, in parti-
cular, is concerned as a living process within the community.
As such, it includes schooling and learning but does not con-
sist solely of them. Traditional education, as is current
in South Carolina, is nothing more than schooling. The differ-
ence is very important in reference to the acute situation in
the State* In the traditional set up, which now exists, there
is no community of learning. The institutions are of primary
importance in the system and the individual is secondary. No
provisions are made for the reconstruction of experience through
creative fellowship. While the leaders were battling over
academic and industrial education, the learner was completely
^ forgotten and is, to this day, neglected,
B. Educational Qualifications of Negro Ministers .
Clergymen constitute the second largest group among Negro
-34-
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"professional" workers* This is the only profession in
which Negroes have more representatives in proportion
to general population. There are several possible reasons
for the large number of Negro ministers. Negroes are more
divided in their religious interests than whites. Restric-
ted opportunities in other desirable fields make a larger
number of Negroes become preachers. More Negroes attend
Church than any other institution in the Community.
The ministry was once the chief outlet for Negro
ambition. Under slavery, the preacher stood out as the
leader and spokesman for his group. This condition also
prevailed during the days of Reconstruction. After Recon-
struction, his monopoly of the most important status in
the Negro community diminished as business and professional
men increased in number
•
As a class, Negro preachers are losing influence, be-
cause they are not as progressive as the rest of the Negro
community. Out of sixty of the leading ministers examined
at a rural pastors school (Table I), it was found there was
an average of thirteen years of schooling. This is extreme-
ly high and by no means represents the mass of Negro preachers
It will also be noticed that only a few attended Seminaries.
As has been stated, this group represents the top bracket of
cc
preacher 8 in reference to Education.
This matter of untrained ministers is on the verge
of becoming a most serious problem, endangering the
future of the Negro Church. As improvements in education
have been rapid in the last decade , the bulk of the old
Negro preachers are today below the educational qualifica-
tions of the Majority of the younger generation.
It is difficult to see how the continuing decline of
the minister's prestige and leadership can be stopped.
Few college students are going into the Ministry. Mays
reports that there were two-hundred-fifty-three fewer
students enrolled in Negro Seminaries in 1939 than in
1924.* The Ministry is no longer a profession which at-
tracts the brightest and most ambitious young Negroes.
The educational level of Negro ministers is low al-
though there are variations at certain points. The same
is true of salaries. It goes without saying that a great
number of Negro clergymen must have other employment on
the side. It may even be that the Ministry is a sideline
which gives them their opportunities in other occupations.
Some ministers are teachers, others are farmers or laborers.
This means that very seldom, if ever, does he live with his
I Benjamin B. Mays, "The Negro Church in American Life 1*
Cristendom (Summer , 1940 PP 389-391)
bC
i
I
people* (Table I) In many instances, he is forty miles
from his Churoh. He comes into the community around
eleven o'clock on Sunday morning and leaves late in the
afternoon in order to get back to his job in town, or
the city, as the case may be. Very few new Christian
movements can arise out of this kind of situation. Noth-
ing constructive and creative is going on. The people
are entertained for two or three hours on Sunday morning
as the minister exhibits his pulpit gymnastics.
In order to discriminate against the Negro in South
Carolina, leaders of the educational system have striven
through the years to maintain the status quo
. By so doing,
they have made the masses of the colored and white races
suffer.
Since it is the purpose of Christian education to
develop character within the individual, no person can be
shut out of the equation if the aims are to be accomplished.
If social situations and their interpretation can be
seen as not separate from but continuous with the individual's
life with God, religious idealism will be effective in modern
life. To ground the child in the understanding that religion
and education is life, and to establish him in conduct to
this understanding is one of the chief aims of teaching.
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C« Inadequate Educational Opportunities .
1* There are apparent conflicts of valuations between
whites and Negroes in regard to Negro education. But
the situation is not so simple as just difference of
opinions. In fact, many whites are as eager to improve
Negro education as is any Negro, Also, there are some
Negroes who are on the other side of the fence, at least
for the purpose of an opportunistic accommodation. The
situation is complicated by the fact that both whites
and Negroes are divided in their own minds. They labor
under conflicting valuations within themselves. Only by
keeping this constantly in mind can we understand the
development of Negro education*
The American Creed definitely prescribes that the
Negro child or youth should have as much educational op-
portunity as is offered any one else in the same communi-
ty, Negroes should be trained to become good and equal
citizens in a democracy which places culture high in
its hierachy of values.
-41-
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Standards of teacher selection are low in the rural
sections. If a Negro girl knows a white member of the
school board or any influential white person, she can be
sure of getting a teaching job even though she may have
never finished high school* Sometimes there is a forma-
lity of passing an "examination" to get a teacher's certi-
ficate.
"The low standard of selection of the Negro school
teacher, her usually inadequate ability to teach,
and her extreme dependence on white men, give her
a fairly low status in the rural community. To
the extent that she has been educated, however,
she can attain a higher status ."^
There is a clear tendency to avoid civics and other
social sciences in the public schools. They are not taught
to any extent in the white schools , but a special effort is
made to prevent Negroes from thinking about the duties and
privileges of citizenship. In some places, there are differ-
ent school books especially in those fields that border on
the social.
"Where whites are taught the constitution and
structure of government, Negroes are given
courses in "character building" by which is
meant courtesy, humility, self control when
he is kicked, satisfaction with the , poorer
things of life, and all the traits which mark
a "good nigger" in the eyes of the whites •"S
2 Stetson Kennedy, Southern Exposure PP 71-72.
3 Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma, PP 948-949.
I
It is fair to say that income is one among many
factors in a culture complex which is related to the
system of eduoation. There are indeed many silent
features of the educational scheme of any society which
precedes the problems involved in expense. The practice
and codes of etiquette which one group employs to con-
trol the other may and often do determine the policies
which will be pursued in the use of income to educate
its citizens, particularly the minority groups. It is
strange, however, that those sections of the country
most impoverished; that is, in which the income is
lowest, are those areas with the most inadequate pro-
visions for educating its citizens and, most especially,
its under -priviledged groups. This condition is notable
in South C&rolina along with many other Southern States.
To bring this problem into sharper focus, twelve counties
in South Carolina were selected for a comparative study.
(Table II) In six of them, there are located six of the
nine largest cities in the State. Those counties are
Anderson, Charleston, Florence, Greenville, Richland and
Spartanburg. The City of Charleston, with a population
of 62,265 persons, is an important seaport center. It
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is one of the oldest cities in the South and, during
most of its long history, Negroes as well as whites
have enjoyed unusual educational opportunities in
comparison with other sections of the State. Florence,
with 14,744 inhabitants, is an important railroad center.
Greenville , with a population of 29,154 persons, is the
most important textile center in South Carolina. Richland
County has a population of 51,581 with the Capitol City,
Columbia, in its territory.
In contradiction to the counties listed above, the
remaining six are among the most rural in the State. They
are Abbeville, Calhoun, Clarendon, Jasper, Lexington and
McCormick. In four of these, the total Negro population
lives in the rural non-farm areas of this State. It has
been long recognized that the difference in the diversi-
fication of the economic functions performed in the rural
and urban communities, the divergencies in the complexities
of social structures and the difference in the variety and
amount of taxable capital determine, for the most part,
variations between the cities as to change, progress and
education* (See Table III) In a study of the appropria-
tion or expenditures for the education of each Negro child,
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it is noteworthy to observe that in no case does the
amount reach the State average of |9.61* Four of the
counties which make the smallest appropriation per pupil
to Negro education also show the lowest assessed valua-
tion on real and personal property* They are 1, 3, 5,
and 10* However, the appropriations are above the State
average of $48*68 for each white child *f or two of those
same counties, namely 3 and 10.
From this picture, it can be seen how the whole of
life is affected by such a system* The consciousness
of the common fatherhood of God should make a difference
in social, educational and religious living. It should
make one person conscious of the need of the other and
feel his own responsibility for doing what he can for
the well-being of all* Persons cannot build a philosophy
of life in the face of such glaring inequalities* He can-
not be encouraged to identify himself with the highest
social well-being of the group*
There can be no development of Christ-like character
where this kind of situation prevails. The social group which
is living and growing must undergo a continuous reconstruc-
tion as the forms and usages of the present are passing into
history, and the vision of the future is coming into being*
Cc
Religious education, which expresses its goals in terms
of the Kingdom of God, must be concerned that there be
a constant trend toward this ideal if it is to be dynamic
and progressive. There must be an interpretation of moral
situations in terms of the life and teachings of Jesus,
teachings which are primarily conoerned with the whole of
Mankind. Truly, this is a moral situation. It is hard
to believe that the findings of Tsble II could be present
in a Christian society. Much as the teacher and parent
may do to guide the character of a child and develop in
him a Christian philosophy of life, he cannot help but
wonder why such situations must prevail. The problem
is ever facing him and, sooner or later, one or two
things are prone to happen. Either he gives up and con-
cludes that maybe the system is right, that probably he
does not deserve an equal opportunity, or he uses these
inequalities as wings and comes forth, taking his place
with other growing persons. Many times, the latter is
true, but the risk is too great while dealing with per-
sons. Un-Christian as the present conditions are in
South Carolina, persons will not bring about better con-
ditions by withdrawing from them. He must live and move
in society* It should be his constant endeavor to meet
r.
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the situation in the most Christian way. Beyond this,
the Negro must look to the Christian to share creative-
ly in building a better society.
Religious education must assume that the only kind
of life which a growing person will live is a social
life. If religion is to be effective in life, then it
must have influence upon social situations as well as
institutions, if the whole of Mankind is to be benefited.
Our emphasis in religion is that it shall not be singly
something added to the everyday life of the individual,
but that it shall permeate and influence all the rela-
tions and functions in which the individual finds him-
self. A religion which is worth having is one which
will give new meaning and insight to the individual
as he meets the problems of everyday living. In this
sense, religion may be said to undergird moral conduct
with divine sanctions.
If growing persons are to be guided into whole-
hearted participation in the bringing about of construc-
tive advancements in the educational systems, they must
have the opportunity for continuous reconstruction of ex*
perience. Religious education, which expresses its goals
in terms of the democracy of God, must be concerned that
((
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there is a constant trend toward this ideal.
Religious education has a responsibility for these exist
ing educational inequalities* In Table III, the figures
reveal the difference in the appropriation or expenditures
for the education of the white and Negro child. In this case
religious education should serve as an irritant never allow-
ing the system to be at rest with such existing conditions
but always urging individuals forward to new Christian move-
ments, movements that will bring about a Christian community
for Mankind as a whole.
"Whether religion is backward looking or forward look-
ing will depend entirely on the values around which
it is organized. If it is organized around the past,
it will be backward looking. If it is organized
around the unrealized values of the future, it will
be forward looking
When religious education concerns itself with these un-
realized values, the social and educational inequalities
will suffer greatly, for the very foundation on which they
stand will be shaken.
2. It is needless to' set up objectives and criteria in
any situation if there are no leaders to work with or, if
the ones available, are not prepared to assume the respon-
4 Paul H. Vieth, Teaching for Christian Living , P. 108
i.
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sibility. The guiding of growing persons is a delicate
task and should be done by someone who understands what
he is doing*
Although academic education is not a basic require-
ment or essential, it does play an important part. When
persons are left without guidance in any situation, the
results are generally undesirable. One of the divinely
ordained laws of life is to have the mature lead the im-
mature spiritually, socially and intellectually into a
richer and fuller life. However, this requires prepara-
tion on the part of the leaders and here again we have
these educational inequalities coming forth.
In the field of academic education, there are some
inadequacies which cannot be altogether ascribed to the
one factor, income. The State supports five institutions
for its white citizens and one for Negroes. These five
colleges and universities provide for training in the
major professions, general culture, agricultural and me-
chanical fields, and in military craftsmanship. (Table IV)
"These schools extend this kind of education
to 7,381 students at an annual cost to the
State of $973, 712
.
n5
5 James H« Hope, State Superintendent, School Directory of
South Carolina, 1939-40
'.
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TABLE IV
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF SOUTH CAROLINA TO
HIGHEk EDUCATION FOR NS3RO AND WHITE CITIZENS
State Supported
Institutions
Enrollment in The
State Supported
Colleges
Male Fern. Total
Appropria-
tions In
1939-1940
Value of
Property
Controlled
By the State
For Higher
Education
The Citadel
(Military Institution)
Clemson Agricultural
College of South
Carolina
Medical College of
South Carolina
University of
South Carolina
Winthrop College of
South Carolina for
Women
State A. & M. College
(Negro)
1,190 1,190 $138,812 #2,700,000
2,226 — 2,226 130,000 3,275,659
177 132 309 143,500 482 ,000
1,278 664 1,942 299,525 3,592,801
— 1,717 1,717 261,875 3,335,000
386 368 754 83,125 1,107,700
Souroes: 1. School Directory of South Carolina
,
1939-40. James H.
Hope, State Superintendent* P. 84.
2, The State
,
Columbia, South Carolina, Wednesday, Jan. 17,
1940. P.S.
1
On the other hand, no provisions are made for
Negroes to acquire training in the major professions
or military crafts in or outside of the State* (Table V) This
means that the group which is admitted to be the most
handicapped economically must carry a greater finan-
cial burden to obtain the training necessary to safe-
guard the basic interests of the race and of the State.
It is notorious that the Negroe's crime statistics argue
most convincingly in behalf of the need for trained
,
professional services and an enlightened public opinion
among this class of people in the State. This group
has the highest illiteracy rate in the Nation. Its
health status is low and the occupational brackets are
most heavily concentrated in the unskilled positions.
Despite the finality of the Supreme Court's ruling,
the strong white sentiment in the South against any
modification of the segregated school system is still
being exploited by politicians and the press.
Occasionally a spokesman for the white supremacy
tribe gives facts as they are. For example, in 1944, a
South Carolina Senator said, "We can get around the mat-
ter of equalization of teachers' salaries on the basis
of the Re -Certification Plan." This particular plan in-
aid? . 6&xe.+t»o to rrl sfiiS%o y^S£±l& 10
TABLE V
THE PRINCIPAL PROFESSIONS IN WHICH NEGROES WERE ENGAGED IN SOUTH
CAROLINA IN 1930 FOR WHICH THEY CAN NOT BE TRAINED IN THE STATE
Professions
Number In
South
Carolina
Number of Negroes
to Each Profes-
sional Man
Negro population
Per Professional
Negro Worker in
the United States
Dentists 54 14,698 6,707
Lawyers, Judges,
and Justices 13 61 ,032 9,336
Phys icians and
Surgeons 67 11 ,846 3,125
Trained Nurses 288 2 ,756 2,076
College Presidents
and Professors 175 4,535 5,541
Source: United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Negroes in the United States
,
1920-32, P.p. 292-293. Since
the colleges generally require their teachers to have train-
ing beyond the Bachelor degree , it is probable that they
either hold a post graduate degree or have pursued graduate
courses not provided by the educational system of South
Carolina.
I
oorporated a credit system based upon a nine month s
school year. (South Carolina Negro schools average
only five months) The highest ratings were reserved
for holders of master's degrees (unavailable to Negroes
in South Carolina). The employment applications listed
race, and salaries were to be set by the School District
Board
•
A Charleston newspaper has actually suggested that
if the drive for equalization of Negro salaries continues,
all public education should be limited to the three R's,
This would reduce Negroes and poor whites to a state of
semi-illiteracy, with the well-to««io paying for their
children's education in private schools*
The inequities in the provisions which have been
made for the two groups in the State indicate the basis
on which the system has functioned • In 1939, the average
salary paid Negro teachers was $399.00. White teachers
were paid 56>988.00« Of this amount , the Negro teachers
received $41 #00 of a local supplement while the white
teacher's supplement was $405*00
The most glaring disparity is found perhaps in the
value of school property and bus transportation. The
value of school property for the white population was
0C
$45,819,707 while it was $7,080,838 for Negroes with
a total school enrollment of 265,845 for white pupils
and 215,905 for Negro pupils. One observes that the
value of school property per white pupil was $172.00
and 1*35,00 for Negro pupils. In the meantime, 1,644
buses were used to transport white children to and
from school while 8 were provided throughout the whole
State for Negroes,
As a result of the increasing awareness of the
meaning of the Court verdicts that had been handed
down to all Southern States, the citizens and the
press of South Carolina began making demands on the
State Board of Education for a commitment of its pur-
pose and plans for changing the status quo
. In 1941,
a speoial committee was appointed to study and report
its findings relative to the character of the laws on
matters of education in the State, The recommenda-
tions of this body were directed toward an approach
upon two problems* (1) the change of authority and
control of the policies and practices in education and
(2) the improvement of teachers* In the first place,
it was observed that there were too many autonomous
units of control, district trustees, etc.; hence a
centralization of authority in the State and the devel

merit of larger school administrative units were sugges-
ted. This would be tantamount to a weakening and ulti-
mately a destruction of the school districts.
It is fair to say that the State Board felt con-
strained to follow along lines suggested by the report.
An appropriation of $18,500 was obtained to prosecute
a. study of the educational system, and its needs and
problems. The State Contingent Fund provided $1,000;
the South Carolina Education Association gave $2,000;
the Palmetto State Teachers Association (colored) gave
$500 and the General Educational Board of New York
donated $15,000. The study was known as "The Investi-
gation of Educational Qualifications of Teachers in
South Carolina." Dr. J. MoT. Daniel of the University
of South Carolina was chosen to serve as Director of
this undertaking.
It was decided that beginning July 1, 1945, the
certificate of all beginning teachers would be classi-
fied according to the candidate's qualifications with
respect to (1) the kind and amount of education the
candidate has and (2) the years of experience to his
oredit and (3) the standing of the teacher on the N.T.E.
examination. (The N.T.E. is the National Teachers Exami-
It
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nation which covers a broad field of knowledge, such
as the physical and biological sciences and the humani-
ties )•
"The following rating plan has been followed: k-
position in the upper 2b% of the N.T.E.; B =
position in the middle 50^j C position in the
lower 10 25$; D= position in lower 10$.
"
7
It cannot be denied that for the most part the
teachers in South Carolina were apprehensive and dis-
trustful of this new proposal for equalizing the oppor-
tunities of teachers and children. In the first place,
their minority group status in the system had never
placed them in a position of equality with the majority
for receiving benefits which the latter group possessed.
The complexity of the whole machinery appeared to be
designed to obscure and circumvent the objective toward
which the various Court decisions had addressed them-
selves. The apparent acceptance of this plan by the
controlling groups seaiBd to accentuate the suspicions
under which many Negro teachers labored. Moreover,
most of the teachers had received their education in a
system with glaring unequal opportunities.
7 Report of Special Committee on Investigation of Educa-
tional Qualification of Teachers in South Carolina P 10

It seems fair to assume, therefore, that for no
fault of their own, that upon the basis of the objec-
tive tests which were being proposed, the inequalities
in salaries would continue to prevail.
According to the Annual Keport of the State Super-
intendent of Education, it was not until 1930 that even
as many as three Negro high schools were allowed to
grant State high school diplomas to their students,
while 5,542 white pupils were granted their diplomas.
In the meantime, there were only two publicly-supported
Negro high schools in 1940-41 with a rating by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.
The investigating committee reported that the
average white teacher in the State is a better teacher
than the average Negro teacher. In relation to the
above mentioned facts of inequality, along with other
similar facts in this Chapter, it seems absolutely ab-
surd to make such a statement. This is no reflection
on the ^egro teacher. It simply means that opportuni-
ties are more limited.
In spite of the poor showing made by Negro teachers,
it is generally felt that this is a step forward for the
i
entire State. It is inevitable that the control of
the system of education "will become more centralized
than it is now* The time is passing when a Negro girl
will be given the sacred responsibility of leading
growing persons into a worthwhile life on the sole
basis that her Mother cooked for the Chairman of the
District School Board.
With the criteria for good teachers and remunera-
tion based on training
,
experience and objective test
,
the incentive for Negro teachers to pursue advanced
training has been enhanced. The level of education
and the culture of these groups will increasingly
rise as their pay for professional service is improved.
No human experience need be considered foreign to
the scope of religious education. Whether it is aca-
demic education or the three R's, the task of Christian
education is the task of religion—to help bring about
a Christian society of persons providing a creative
fellowship for the individual within a Christian com-
munity •
cf
CHAPTER IV
SOME UNDESIRABLE RESULTS OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ILLS
A» Strange Superstitious Beliefs Arising Out of Illi-
teracy and Their Affect on Conditions of Health
In Chapter III , we saw how one of the most vital
areas of Negro life is affected by the inequalities
of educational opportunities. The southern order is
so constructed that the Negro receives very little en-
couragement to do any more than learn how to read and
write his name*
As a result of educational and economic barriers,
illiteracy reaches an all-time high, surpassed only
by the dark days of slavery* Ignorance, crime, dis-
trust and superstition are constantly lifting their
ugly heads on the social scene. It is appalling to
discover how these ills affect the total life pat-
terns of these people*
In reference to superstitions, Dr. B« H. Fitchett
asked a group of sixty four teachers who were enrolled
in his Summer classes in sociology, at the State A* &
M. College of South Carolina, to pass in a list of
superstitions common in their community. Of the forty
six counties of this State these teachers represented
thirty two. It was found that ninety different super-
ct •
stitioua beliefs appeared. A few of the most pre-
valent ones are listed here below:
1 One "who was born after the death of his Father
had the power of curing the rash by blowing
his breath in the mouth of a baby,
2 A mole's feet tied around the neck of a baby
makes teething less difficult.
3 The drinking of dirt dauber's nest tea will
facilitate the delivery in child birth.
4 The wearing of a dime around the leg will cure
cramps and rheumatism*
5 Asafetids worn about the neck will prevent the
spread of communicable disease.
6 If a baby is having stomach trouble, mint tea
from the garden tied around his neck will
check the pain.
7 The materials which are used for the purpose
of delivery in child birth are burned in' the
fireplace and the ashes must not be moved for
two weeks •
8 To be relieved of backache one must take a live
frog, split it down the back and apply it to
the painful area.
9 If a woman should put on her husband's hat
while giving birth to a child, the pains will
be less severe.
10 If one has a fever , he should break a pine top
with his face turned towards the setting sun
and then make a tea from the top.
11 If one has the flu, it can be cured by having
some member of the family steal an Irish po-
tato and place it under his pillow.
12 To wear a brass ring on the left finger will
eliminate heart trouble.
fI
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13 Headaches are caused by portions of bird's nest
falling in one's hair.
14 Night sweats may be averted by placing a pan of
water under the bed in which the suffer is sleeping.
15 To get wet on the ocoasion of the first May rain
is good for one's health.
16 If a child sticks a nail into his foot, it should
be greased and driven into a tree.
17 If one has the nerve to squeeze a mole to death
with his hand, he will have the power of rubbing
pains out of the body.
18 Three weeks after the baby is born, the father must
go into the woods and collect wingless white ants.
These are given to the mother who sews them in a
bag to hang around the baby's neck. This prevents
rash.
19 If a person has a goiter, it will disappear by rub-
bing the neck with a dead person's hand.
20 If a child has the whooping cough, he can be cured
by drinking from a horse trough for nine consecu-
tive mornings
.
21 If an expectant mother crosses her husband in bed,
he will share in bearing the labor pains.
22 Keeping the bedroom windows closed at night through-
out the year will keep out the evil spirits.
23 Nine live fishing baits tied around the neck of a
baby who is suffering from whooping cough will
cause it to diminish. As the baits die, the
cough disappears .1
Such beliefs as these have a direct bearing upon the
vital statistics of any community in which they pre-
1 Horace E. Fitchett, "Superstitions in South Carolina"
The Crisis, December 1956, P. 10.
I[
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vail. Moreover, they cannot be divorced from the
problems of Ghristian education if we are going to be
concerned with the whole of life. Such unsanitary acts
as having an innocent child drinking from a dirty horse
trough for nine mornings is one of the many causes for
the high rate of mortality among Negr0es in South Carolina
Just how many deaths are directly or indirectly due to
superstitious beliefs has probably never been estimated.
This whole gamut of superstitions can be traced back to
illiteracy. The Negro population of the State is 82.6
rural. According to the last census, South Carolina's
illiteracy was the second highest in the Nation.
In the light of these superstitions in South Carolina
it is found. that the mortality in all age groups among
Negroes is much higher than the white population where
such beliefs sre not so common. The lack of fresh air
because of a fear of some evil spirits, the use of un-
sanitary treatment on cuts and various other wounds play
an important role in bringing forth a high rate of morta-
lity. Great Christian personalities oan hardly be expec-
ted to come forth out of such a society where the veil of
ignorance is so heavy, and yet there are many who do.

They are not persons whose names will be found in Who'
s
Who in Negro America, but they are a small segment of
the Christian community who continue to reconstruct
their experiences in terms of the highest ideals they
know •
Although much of this premature death is due to
superstitious belief, there are other factors which
play an important part* The impact of economic, edu-
cational and cultural handicaps
,
directly or indirectly
imposed upon Negroes by discrimination, is greatly re-
sponsible for the existing conditions. These conditions
prevent him from utilizing private health facilities.
Negro families spend only one-third or one-half the amount
spent by white families which means that there is a greater
need for public health services than among the Caucasians.
In spite of the great need for public health services
and the awareness of the whole society that this need
should be filled, the pattern of public hospitalization
is about the same as that for public instruction. The
general level is comparatively high for the majority group
and low for the minority.
Since there is no evidence at present that certain

diseases are genetically more characteristic of colored
than of whites, the application of the equalitarian
principle of "need" in the cure of disease should be
set forth* There is sn increasing popular recognition
among colored and whites that disease cannot he segrega-
ted and that high rates of death, sickness and poor
health among Negroes oarry tremendous social cost, direct-
ly and indirectly. "Germs and microbes know no color line,"
Even in a segregated society, persons are growing and as
they grow they make use of their environment, physical and
sooial. Colored people are in the homes of the whites as
domestic servants
,
preparing their food and nourishing
their children.
In reference to infant mortality, there are special
costs connected. There are costs to society as well as
to parents bearing and rearing a child if it dies before
it contributes to the world by its labor and other personal
qualities. From practically any point of view, it would
be better not tohave certain children born at all rather
than to have them die before completing a normal life
time. They should have a chance, a chance to become per-
sons through group participation in a Christian society
ec
of persons where there is interplay and interaction
with other members of a Christian community.
Medical knowledge has advanced beyond medical prac-
tice in South Carolina, and medical practice has advanced
beyond most people's opportunity to take advantage of it.
A reduction of these lags would have tremendous conse-
quences for the well-being and happiness of every person
in the 'Hate.
It is hard to separate the effects of discrimination
from those of concentration of Negroes in areas where
medical facilities are not easily available, in those
income brackets which do not permit the purchase of medi-
cal facilities in a competitive market. Discrimination
increases Negro sickness and death. Discrimination is
involved when hospitals will not take Negro patients;
or when, if they do permit them, the numbers are restric-
ted.
These are the areas where conduct is made. This con-
duct is greatly determined by the philosophy of life
possessed by the leaders of various institutions. If the
philosophy is based on the Christian interpretation of
life and the Universe, *here all persons are recognized as
c
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being sacred with infinite worth and value, the conduct
will be in terms of the Christian ideal. If not, the .
opposite conditions will prevail. Life demands certain
logical patterns by which it may shape itself. Conduct
becomes intelligible only when seen in the light of the
dominant life motives under which it takes shape. Whether
that pattern be rooted in the faith that the greatest
thing in the world is love or that the greatest thing is
power, whether it conoeives of the universe as being
friendly to human aspiration or as only an unfeeling me-
chanism, it does make a difference both to individual happi-
ness and to the spirit under which relations with others are
lived. Christian education must find much of its purpose
in the pressing of each individual to adjust himself to the
totality of existence. J. C. Chapman has this to say con-
cerning the problem:
"Races, nations and students of life have wondered
why it is that in an age of relative material
abundance, an age toward which men have striven
since the beginning of time, men are not content.
The answer is simple. Without a faith of some
sort, without a faith in which men can believe,
men cannot live.. To be tolerable, life must seem
significant, it must lead to some end felt to be
of supreme worth. w 3
There is need for a Christian philosophy of life in order
3 J. C< Chapman, Principles of Education , P. 355, Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1924.
c
to acquire the ability to see one's environment, the
near and the far, the personal and the impersonal; the
ability to see and realize one's inter -re latedness with
and within this boundless environment.
Bobbitt presents a very significant viewpoint on
this Christian philosophy of life by maintaining that
this consciousness of spiritual values will be a natural
development in the life of every child if Christian com-
munities prevail and Christian spirits are allowed to
lead*
B« Socio -Economic Ills of the Peonage System
The plight of the plantation tenant, or peon, is one
that we would hardly expect to find at this late date in
history. In a way, the subject is a fascinating one. It
is the problem of an antiquated paternalistic labor in-
stitution in the midst of modern American capitalistic
society. The work of the peon is usually supervised,
more or less regularly, by the landlord or his representa-
tive. In some cases, they even work by the clock and in
gangs. Their wages, however, are not determined according
to supply and demand in a free labor market.
Wages are not fixed per week, per month, or per annum.
It
c
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Nor is the sharecropping agreement modeled after the
ordinary piece-wage system. Instead, the peon gets a
share of the product. The quantity of the produot de-
pends not only on the efforts of the workers but on the
condition of the soil and the hazards of wind and weather.
It is not only the quantity of the out-put but also its
price that determines the final reward for the toils of
labor. In other words, the wages of the peon vary in
such a way that there is no reason to assume that they,
except accidentally and occasionally, would satisfy the
supply and demand equations of an ordinary free labor
market.
The "advancing" of food, clothing, and other neces-
sities of life is a significant part of the system.
Since the peon is ordinarily without resources, he can-
not usually wait for his wages until the crop has been
harvested and sold. This means that, in addition to
their having to start the next crop year with a deficit,
they have nothing to live on during the winter.
In this case, where ignorance and illiteracy take
such a heavy toll, we can see how these people can be so
easily exploited. The Southern order survives on exploi*
tation because 26.9% of the Negro population is illiterate
t
It is also true that those who can read and write their
names are in the same predicament* There are times when
they know that they are being cheated out of their
rights , but dare not complain.
During the cotton picking season, the local police
stage a sort of round-up. Sometimes the victims are
given the choice of picking cotton at prevailing wages,
which are generally bottom prices, or of going to the
county farm. One violent incident took place in one
of the counties in 1957 where almost 95% of the culti-
vated lands are devoted to cotton. Eighty one percent
of all the farmers are tenants or share-croppers. Ac-
cording to reports, farmers from neighboring towns came
and offered 75 cents a hundred for picking along with a
drink of liquor in the morning and in the evening, if
they would come to the next farm and work. To block
this, a mob of armed whites entered the town and milled
about the square discharging weapons. One of the foreign
truck drivers was seized, threatened with an ax handle and
warned to stop trying to recruit Negro labor. The mob
then proceeded to enter many business establishments and
ordered all Negroes to leave their jobs and go into the
**
fields and pick ootton. A bootblack who objected was
beaten. Then the mob invaded the Neero district, firing
into the air and into Negro homes, and shouting orders
for the Negroes to get into the fields. Domestic ser-
vants took refuge in the closets of their white employ-
ers, and Negro children hid in the cemetery. The mob
patrolled the highways for days to prevent the exit of
Negroes or the entrance of anyone to recruit Negro labor
to be used outside of the county. The law condoned the
entire proceedings. In 1959, an N. Y. A. Camp for Negro
youth was invaded by the Klan, ramshacked and terrified.
A sign was left reading "Niggers, your place is in the
cotton field
An interesting case of peonage on a cotton plantation
came to light in 1944, when a Negro peon escaped from a
2000 acre farm. The Negro charged that the owner was
holding eleven persons in peonage, including four white
women and one white man. In the trial, he was also ac-
cused of depriving the victims of their food and shoe
ration books, forcing them to trade at the plantation
commissary, refusing to accept debts in cash, forcing
them to work out all debts, and beating a seventeen year

old white girl because she tried to attend school dur-
ing the ootton picking season.
A Negro tells how many lend owners secure tte ir help.
One day while walking along the road, he was picked up by
a land owner and told to come to his place. No explanation
was given as to why this was being done. When they arrived
at the plantation, he was put to work. After working for
two weeks without being paid any money, he borrowed four
dollars ($4.00) from the farmer and made his get-away. A
week later, the farmer came for him at the church with a
rifle and ordered him to get back to work.
"Negroes have been known to work on these plan-
tations for twenty years and never receive more
than $10.00 a year in wages. Every year at
settling up time
,
they are told that they owe
the farmer money and would have to stay and work
it out. On these plantations, the owner is the
law. No one questions his word. They work from
sun to sun and are always hungry. "3
Many similar cases could be duplicated throughout the
State, particularly in the cotton-producing counties.
Indeed, any study of the concrete details of the sys-
tem will reveal that the peon must pay double prices
,
par-
ticularly in cases where he is illiterate. In many cases,
the only way he is able to get rid of his debts is to move
away by night. This, at least, is likely to be the case
•3 Stetson Kennedy, Southern Exposure, P. 52

when the tenant is an inefficient worker, and the land-
lord, for this reason, is not interested in keeping him
and considers the expense of collecting the debt higher
than it is worth.
Another nineteen-year -old boy testified that he had
been given about seventy five lashes with a leather strap
for allegedly stealing corn* On another occasion Mr. "A"
knocked a Negro down with a wagon standard, and when his
son ran up to help his father, Mr. "A" shot the boy in
the groin. Then he had both of the Negroes sent to the
chain gang. One of the women who escaped declared:
"Many times I have wanted milk for my baby boy and
would stand there by the dog trough watching the
dog lap it up. The dogs had their own special
cook and were fed lamb chops, while we were so
skinny that our ribs stuck out from under our
clothes ."4
Adept at the old technique of divide and rule, Mr.
"A" would warn his Negro peons, "stay away from them
poor white trash. They aint as good as you." At the
same time, he told the white sharecroppers, "stay away
from them Nigger s--I give 'em sow belly and leather and
make 'em like it."
4 Ibid., 55-57
o
When it is realized that South Carolina is prin-
cipally a rural, cotton producing State; that the plan-
tation system and hand labor are extensively employed;
that Negro population is most heavily concentrated in
rural areas; that this group is most extensively used
on the farms and in the fields; we can understand why
the white system strives hard to keep this great mass
of laborers in ignorance. They are the back-bone of the
system, "hen he is trained and given a sense of worth,
guided to understand and experience the finer things of
life, he is no longer fit to work year in and year out
with no financial settlement except a slip of paper to
the general store to buy a side of fat meat and a bucket
of molasses* He becomes restless and dissatisfied with
his present conditions. What he accomplishes depends
largely on the individual. Some may succumb to the
tides of circumstance as did the peons on the cotton
plantations. Others may rise to leadership in higher
education as did Mrs. Mary MoCleod Bethune who also came
from one of these cotton plantations near Sumter, South
Carolina. Unfortunately, the latter is the extreme ex-
ception rather than the rule*

What the Southern order does not realize is that
the effects of these social ills can be measured direct-
ly in the general welfare. We see it in crime, disease,
lower standards of family life, ignorance and supersti-
tion and what affects the Negro affects the whites to a
large degree. This farming State depends on cotton for
two thirds of its cash income • Year after year , it is
subjected to risks which would appall the average business
man*
This process has forced more than half of the farmers
into the status of tenants
,
tilling land they do not own.
Tenant families form the most unstable part of the popu-
lation, ikiore than a third of them move every year and
only a small percentage stay on the same place long enough
to carry out a f ive year crop rotation. Such frequent
moves result from the tenure system under which most
renters hold the land by the mere spoken agreement, with
no assurance that they will be on the same land next season.
Less than 2% have written leases which give them security
of tenure for more than one year. The moving habit is
costly, ^reover , most renters merely swap farms with-
out gain to themselves or anybody else. Children are taken
out of school in mid year and usually fall behind with their
4
studies. It is impossiole for a family constantly on
the move to take a part in community life.
Having the opportunity to participate in the communi-
ty of the society in which an individual lives is. a very
important factor in the lives of any people. There are
certain benefits derived from the various primary groups,
such as the home, church school and neighborhood, that
the individual does not get when he is moving every other
month going from one plantation to the other.
The home is the world of the child for the first two
or three years of his life. He is in the primary group
of parents and children. The child is not affected too
much in this case because this croup moves with him as
the physical location is changed.
Around the home, lies the neighborhood, a primary
group with great influence in the making of the mind.
Under normal conditions, he finds this group at hand
and enters into it as he grows up. He comes to know
everybody and is known by all. Here he finds intimate
face-to-face relations with all other children and grown-
ups. He begins to develop into a person as a result of
his participation in the group. Here spontaneous accomo-
dations take place and easy identification of self with

the group are made*
It is unfortunate that these basic conditions do not
prevail for growing persons who are in constant transit
on the farm. They are here today and in a few weeks
move to some other section of the County to start all
over again. As the individual reaches maturity, he also
finds the same conditions in the larger community.
C. Influence of the Caste System Within the Race
Out of this dark background of ignorance, supersti-
tion and exploitation, a vicious caste system has emerged.
This system is not confined to the whites of South
Carolina, but is also found within the Negro race. The
educated snub the uneducated. Those with straight hair
refuse to associate with others with wooly hair. The
mulattos are against those with no white blood, and the
blacks boast of their purity.
In Charleston, South Carolina, the "brass ankles"
("Brass ankles are mulattos whose parents were free
throughout slavery) of the Methodist Church (colored)
will not accept a dark skinned pastor unless his wife is
of their class. A few miles to the interior, in Williams-
burg County, the situation is just the opposite. These
people will refuse to support the minister if his complexion
w
is too light. They take great pride in saying that
their women have not orossed the line since they left
the sunny shores of Africa.
Although the latter feeling is strong in some sec-
tions of the State, it is the exoeption rather than the
rule. The "brass ankle
s
n
,
as they are commonly called,
along with many other middle and upper class Negroes,
suffer from the delusion that the sooner they get away
from the looks end behavior of the masses , the sooner
they will get started on freedom road*
This strange philosophy has given rise to many of
the social ills of Negroes in South Carolina. It has
under -girded the very foundation of race pride and group
solidarity. It has created such feelings of despair that
many Negroes wish they had never been born of black
parents often times feeling that maybe the curse of the
Biblical character Ham does have some bearing on their
destiny.
The educated do not want to be identified with the
uneducated for fear they will lose what little status
they have gained. There is a desire to be different as
long as this difference stands the possibility of gaining
the white man's approval. Many Negroes want to be any-

thing else but a Negro* This is brought about by the
fact that the present system continuously impresses
upon him by religious creed, social customs, state laws
and traditions that if he has one drop of Negro blood,
he is unfit to mingle with other human beings. Regard-
less of how much education he acquires, he is still told
that he does not belong. The middle and upper classes
resent this, but there is nothing they can do about it
short of accepting a compromise. This compromise is the
caste system. They buttress their own sense of worth by
exploiting their unfortunate brothers. The masses have
no buttress. They are at the bottom. The one way they
can achieve a sense of worth or recognition is by cutting
and stabbing each other and drinking heavily to drown their
troubles. The more rational turn to religion and we hear
them singing "Trouble Gonna be Over After a While. H He
is not only the victim of racial segregation from the
whites, but many times, he comes to his own and his own
receive him not.
The caste system is not only based on color, educa-
tion and parentage, but economic position as well. One
of the liberal whites of the State invited a Negro leader
to his home for dinner. As they took their seats at the
table, the white hostess asked for the third man that came
c
with the Negro and his wife. "Oh himn said the Negroe£*
wife, "You see he is the chauffeur and we never eat with
the chauffeur. Just fix him a plate in the kitchen."
These incidents do not foster Christlike character.
The major objectives of Christian education place great
emphasis on the eternal worth of the individual. It fol-
lows , as a matter of course, from the teachings of the
Christian religion. It follows, moreover, from our con-
ception of man as a child of God. The fact that he is
educated or illiterate is of no importance at this point.
He is living in a divine family of persons and, there-
fore, destined to grow into the fullness of life in the
Divine Image through this relationship. It is the per-
sistent hope of Christian educators that through the
ministry of Christian education, growth of the young
may be so stimulated and fostered that they will develop
a fullness of Christian personality far beyond our present
realization. This cannot be done if caste persists with-
in the group.
Christianity is the religion of abundant life.
Christian education is concerned with guiding growing
persons into that life. The primary interest of Jesus
Christ was with persons regardless to caste, creed, or
c4 JBTVO iVJJI
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oolor. He was interested in the development of Christ-
like personalities through abundant Christian living.
This, not caste, is the goal of Christian education. Be-
yond this ideal, there is none higher. It is not things
but persons which constitute the supreme values in a
Christian community*

CONCLUSION
In the light of the study made of these facts concern-
ing the Socio-Econoraic needs of Negroes in South Carolina,
the evidence is conclusive that there is much to be done in
the way of guiding many persons, with a certain religious
piety, to discover and practice the Christian ideal. This
applie§ to both white and colored peoples.
The practice of these ideals was nobly demonstrated dur-
ing the early period of Reconstruction when many colored and
white families lived as one. They ate together, fought to-
gether, and, in many instances, died side by side. Here we
see Christian ideals and practices functioning in the lives
of people which is the ultimate aim of Christian education.
Other experiences during this period were not so whole-
some. There were social maladjustments that brought about al-
most complete disintegration of the home, the neighborhood and
other primary groups within the community. The basis for un-
derstanding, sympathy and love of other persons lies in shared
activity in the pursuit of common purposes. This is what
makBs the family the most potent educational institution in
any society. When there is disintegration in this unit of
life, the whole of Mankind is affected.
The spirituals during this period did much to retard the
t
progress of Negroes* They gave rise to a passive philosophy
of life that made them forget the Socio-Economic ills of
their communities. In many instances, their theme of "other
worldliness" encouraged attitudes of complacency and satis-
faction*
The attempts made by the Freedmen's Aid Sooiety to edu-
cate the Negro during reconstruction met with little success.
Many of the schools organized were closed within two weeks
after opening. There was confusion on the part of the teachers
as well as those they were attempting to guide. Service to
others implies relief of suffering and need, but it must be a
service rendered in the spirit of fellowship and love and not
in the spirit of pity and condescension. However, it does
concern itself much more with leadership in such processes of
group life as will help lift the community to a more Christian
level. Service is the sharing of labor* with others and with
God to the end that common values may emerge. Many teachers
accepted these positions without giving much thought to the
meaning of education in terms of the needs of the individual.
The Present Status of Education reveals the existence of
many ills in the segregated system. Short school terms for
Negroes, lack of bus transportation, poorly paid teachers and
inequalities in the distribution of funds for colored and white
j*
children* The test of any program of religious education
is to determine whether it makes a difference in social as
well as in personal living. With the deeper insights into
the nature of religion that stem: from the educational ap-
proach, there is emerging a conviction that such a society
requires for its soundness, its motivation and integration
an underlying philosophy that is based on the Christian in-
terpretation of life and the universe*
It is appalling when one observes the over -whelming
power of superstitious beliefs on the minds of the Negro
masses. These superstitions are greatly responsible for
the high rate of mortality among Negroes throughout the
State* They also serve as instruments that keep the Negro
in fear , not only of God but of members of his own family*
Individuals cannot become persons if there is no understand-
ing and fellowship within their own households. It will be
difficult for new Christian movements to arise in such divided
homes and radiate into all areas of life*
The Caste system within the Negro race is another social
myth advocating isolation rather than integration* If social
situations and their interpretation can be seen as not separate
from but continuous with the individual's life with God, re-
ligious idealism will be effective in modern life. The con-

sciousness of the common Fatherhood of God should make a
difference in the way one brother feels towards another.
It should make every Christian conscious of the need of
others whether he is black or white, rich or poor, educated or
illiterate, and his responsibility of doing what he oan for
the well-being of all.
In the light of this study, the evidence is conclusive
that there is need for a constructive program of Christian
education; a program concerned with all individuals and
their worthy the meaning of Christian education in the lives
of persons^ the group and its importance and the function of
religion.
Such a program would create Christ-like attitudes towards
a Christ-like God for the sake of realizing Christ-like pur-
poses within a Creative fellowship. When Christian education
is made to function on this plane, there will be a new day for
both colored and white persons in South Carolina.

ABSTRACT OF THESIS
This study is confined to the Socio-Economic needs of
Negroes in South Carolina and the need of a working program
of Christian education in the whole living experiences of
these people.
The problem is an acute one. Since the days of Recon-
struction, religious and educational leaders of both Negro
and Caucasian groups have sought solutions to the problem,
but very little progress has been made in any direction.
The economic factor plays a large part. South Carolina
is a rural, cotton producing State. The soil is depleted
and, in many places, erosion has set in and made it diffi-
cult for profitable farming.
The problem goes deeper than these physical limita-
tions. The Negroe's personal, social, educational and re-
ligious life is greatly affected by these conditions. This
is reflected in the Negroe^* home, church and other communi-
ty institutions.
In seeking criteria for this paper four were used. Two
were taken from the "Eight Objectives of Religious Education"
and two were taken from "The Criteria of Christian Advance."
For convenience, these criteria are arranged in the following
sequence
:

For the individual and his worth-
"Christian education seeks to help individuals become persons
by having them participate in groups of persons where they
will have opportunity to reconstruct their experience in
terms of the Christian ideal.
For the meaning of Christian education-
Christian education seeks to lead growing persons to build a
life philosophy on the base of a Christian interpretation of
life and the Universe." 1
For the Group and its import ance-
"Christian education seeks to help persons achieve Christ-
like character and give rise to new movements that will have
effect on mankind as a whole, beginning in the home and radia-
ting into all areas of life.
For Religion and its function-
The task of Christian education is the task of religion - to
help bring about a Christian society of persons, providing a
creative fellowship for all persons within a Christian communi-
ty."2
These four criteria are used as points of reference throughout
the Thesis
.
1 "Eight Objectives of Religious Education", Curriculum Guide
for the Local Church , P 8
2 Kenneth Scott Latourett, "The Criteria of Christian Advance",
The Gospel, the Church and the V»orld
,
P 86
i
The material is presented in four chapters. The First
Chapter introduces the material. The Second Chapter deals
with the Varied Experiences of the Negro during the days of
Reconstruction, how colored and white families lived as one
in the old abandoned plantation homes in various sections of
the State. They worked together on the "co-op" farms, ate
together in the same big kitchen, and fought side by side
when attacked by the Ku Klux Klan. Here we see Christian
ideals in practice and functioning in the lives of people.
On the other hand, there were social maladjustments dur-
ing this period that almost proved fatal in many instances.
The constant "uprooting" of families caused much frustration
and confusion. There was no opportunity for fellowship and
gfoup activity. Every one was wandering from place to place
not knowing what the next day would bring forth.
Out of such situations came many of the Negro spirituals,
giving rise to a passive philosophy of life, a philosophy that
made him forget the ^ocio-Economic Ills.
The Third Chapter is concerned with the Present Status of
Education. It depicts the struggle between the leaders of In-
dustrial education against those advocating Academic Education
as a solution to the Negro problem.
Reference is made to the Educational Qualifications of

Negro ministers and how these qualifications are in no wise
equal to their positions as leaders of such a large section
of the Negro masses.
The Present Status of Education also reveals the in-
equalities of educational opportunities for colored in rela-
tion to those for whites, how these inequalities help to guide
growing persons into developing unwholesome philosophies of
life
,
philosophies that are based on existing conditions
rather than on a Christian interpretation of life and the uni-
verse.
The Fourth Chapter deals with some of the Undesirable Re-
sults of the Socio Economic Ills of Negroes in South Carolina.
It is observed that superstitions are quite prevalent through-
out the State. Twenty three have been listed in this study.
They range from expectant mothers drinking dirt dauber's nest
tea to facilitate delivery in child birth to the squeezing to
death of moles in ones hands to secure power for healing. Such
superstitious beliefs have a direct bearing upon the progress
upon any community in which they prevail. Moreover, they can-
not be divorced from the problems of Christian education if it
is to be concerned with the whole of life. Unsanitary condi-
tions connected with these superstitions are greatly respon-
sible for the high mortality rate among Negroes throughout the
State.
§*
The peonage system is another undesirable result of
the Socio-Economic Ills* This practice is generally car-
ried on in the backward, rural counties where cotton plan-
tations are most frequent. Negroes have been known to work
from thirteen to fourteen years on these plantations and
never receive over ten dollars a year for their labor.
The whole problem is an acute one and it is the task
of Christian education to lead growing persons into a fuller
and more constructive life by placing emphasis upon the indi-
vidual and his worth, the meaning of education, the importance
of the group, and the function of religion.
f
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